LA Qljixf@)iﬁéhﬂ\?jokmfgjswsﬁlﬂb 'ngcﬁhv@‘)@?

(o) YoM yle A ‘;tj(au,; B Sl 59y Camlin 4 06) Gsim DYl el

N g g3 o0 [y i

GRS 596 s Ml g sl 40 iz (5ylpl

Mo b 5587 ol O35 5 0L 08 B VPV Jlo 55 0leuSh s OLej
GNPV ‘LS)L""" C‘j.})\ cu::)}AT 4 J.:‘J.al.’ S ot A.LQ’ )‘ .Ju"e:ﬁ 979) ‘SJL:AMJ
B sl ol okily (Kand Slajlonin 5 pusals Sla J5 Asle iz y 200
355 g w0 oS (gl Ml Sligas 5 5836 Silyhe 3935 bl w5 s
Sadle gl sl oled o C‘}A L d\.:mfl.j OLj S o Colam i (5l
s (sl OL) a0l S e NS ol cdl ol b iz 505 056 o b

] 0 i QLS Bea>



Scwslie Jd3 4 05 Ohha «s3Me VA0 ans 53 OlSTh 518 Ods oMl 51 s
Erosn ool 4 STy 53 Kikd o SIS (B EIS gmizm S3lond 3590 alecr (gt
Gsi 0313503 5 AET 2l o315 oS|GS Bl 0 (Sl 5928l 53 0L

s gy DS b slaaely ol 55 0

(038 Sdd - gD Yooo ans 53 cade SISLIEN 2l L oga — b pSasS
S5 4 i e i 8 s 4 ) 553 o ek S8 UL & s
(3813 Al St &S Sl g (o 295 Jraoed G allas I i pte
Srle @ 0oy Sl 0hploe Olizman &7 b 53 08T o ans-Lid Mg ol o
OL) s 5 sl A1 ol Juol 03816 e i 3yl aals! oS

ol SlusL

JAYY GIAPY 31 :0obinst o250 o Sl

i el eyl s oS Gl 5 ]y 3g3 UMW ARV Jle s dis S oK
o ASTL) in (SOt o Jits 558 93 0 b s 0T 53 oo o 28Tl
23 Bda S (Gipel K ahaz 51 0keks 2y 5STL) OlenSTL (K5 5 (ki
oz (3T s w0 1y 355 Izl AV Jlu s 3K gl K
S Kaap slyloia b adlin sl 0Ly OBIBDL TUL3 Ao 5 Tl
Pl cSlae 58 e e pleaxl 5 (sl gl Slagjg 53 Olape 51D O
wle oyl o i3S AeNIAFF Ul s sl s Colem olazal S5 ,55 015
Lo b mon (350 gen s S Al leale 5o L 0L S ol o
© OGO wed b b Lk 3105 3955 S 5055 0T 55 b b 05 87 Sl Lal,s

.Malala Yousafzai -\
0Ad=0luST Jle GsraneS (OLuSTL 5o, B -
.Muhammad Ali Jinnah -¥

.Muhammad Igbal -



Lo Qljixf@);uéhﬂ\?)okmfgjswsﬁlﬂb 'Md‘f‘ﬁ“b’@‘)ﬁi’

O OPY- Y PO ;.,U)' Sawo,e aan j3 33y Olge

Slaylme 1315 3l O & Mzl & Oy (5l OLLE e Sliplee cObss ol 5
e g2 b oyl ISS LS T) Gl izl O il |y gz (Slaylouca
Mg 9)39) pesks g

OLMEOLs s adlls elazmt S5 53 b i Sl i 0L SOlzes
SalSly OL) Bsi 5 ki OLaead 55 b Ild 5 23 slSpes S OLuST
OF il A s 598 ol oS Slej e s kizadls oMol Jseol (3ollas
g g LI PR LA . .- . ‘-

2> OLSamgss S0 (Gom 51 s 5B O Gsi 5 130 Bsim oy (S pien Liglis
! ilsh 53 4ty Sl & S ks ) o3 s S 51 (B - Lale im -
fds o dgdome e sloz| ;.,U)'); oL s Ol 55 5 eils

e VEY Lo s &7 AD) (Dl oo (L8 DLl lad il e )
L aSo sl a3 (S il o b 096 etz OF 51 53280 13 ool (s
sb s 8 0ls e O

Gl 4 sl Kb o3 53 Lb 0L i Sl wilg a0 T kel s 4 oka
Lobjle it s Ol O 53 a8 Jl 55 a3y ool b ilis s il5 5L 345

-V 2 VAV Press Bath The .(f e 4 ol G ol 8 53 :0LSTL DU gt oy b 5 Slian ysli- -0
.Stiftung Ebert Friedrich .(laglzul 5 Sl «0¥lad 108G 53 0L o esesd) .J)i;l.» Logy -¢

Ao Yo\#

oot CL! ehos dnga Yo 655 (1S 00LSTL 3 O G96 (Slenkiadlys b sl 4 S5 g LT -V
Yoo Yo 4

A=A o Oles dogd 5 5lies —A

Jamaat-e-Islami (JT) -4

YV o Yote Tauris Bul . gl Syo5 5 ol ¢ K880l 55 0Uj St Ol akile —o

Olgz ol ygel dmmnge (L4l (OS5 OLj w5 (6K = (WAF) 05 oS ozl 5.0 L =)
oo Yoo dwl gt — (ICWA)




294 2By 5 31l G5 4 Olizar OU bl 3925 0L (5lp (gommmats 5
sl adle APWA) 0kaSTy juliw 015 ol Tling: dyitie 0B0alk (sl
Slnlen s bl 6550 Gob 5l dalys S (sl OL) 4 S5 ailxs ke
il SIes b lis 6300y 8 cilblims Sypwo 4 |y 0L ewlow G 505
L = Obledens (635 0556 03,28 Lol zel 5 olalss 1w puimeen osls Ll il

Pies s Caem w0 b (2D1s 03281 g1 0L G VAFA Cogeae - i

OgendlsS) 5 (015 (owlow Gpim BpendlsS) Cusize & OluSTh oy ans SO b
S5 Cogas Eeb 188Y Lo 55 oS (gl el 55 oz e Olejle Tlosl ol
(M oy 53 0L Gl by Gl 5 etz Gl SWI Glacysguon S A

V.58 skl

GRS 3 s b 08Bl 53 Olses sl OlSL wlal 3l VaVY Jlo s
o dzl3d 345 7 o plal OBl (pl b3S el paten |y it ol
3pr0lebus 38 el (A3 o3 by Pl (Dol Zeplazr e LDl DLty
b 5 O3 b ol GLbasl 5 sl |y (gpiscmsns 5 Sopgam by ladpels
S S wlng:Jj.s:fogjﬁ-fLJ» :W)J:S‘@Mﬁb:-cjf@.:;équ-l
3313 &5 Dl (518 gl (Slagyed So3 5 (Dhl o lo 51 gl 8 G 1y 295
NS g s 4 e ol 510U g 3L 5 el b 0T 4k (g1 487350

A o JSLe Y

.All Pakistan Women’s Association (APWA) -\v
Ne o C..,« Olea —\F

A e Nead Olea —V0

Marriage to Consent the on Convention UN -\#
¥ pte Oled s IV

Yo e Olea L0 azsle VA



K DS  sla e 5 DS 3 o 1 i bl oy o

(C'i‘) .:;(M.ol §sioe Iy Cni u,uLw‘ﬁ SRS col:.mfl;, st\.w‘ OsBVAVY Jlu s

sld (SIS (5)Pl0S oS 555 (55l MM

Il GB35 53 " Godlelin dasms J135 Oy syl 31 o (g3l oDl gy 0!
L A5 <05 Bpi $Ye 428 4 ooy 355 9l 4 ¢ Dl plo L slowil 5 VAVY
SIS 038 Vs 5 a5 sl labews I3 4 lzel By (55 38 S

sl Pl sy Jlo ailg 5 350 355

(SBsim Dl 2l 9y LS S o g (5SS Jle Wb )3 el
ke by OUlebous (55 G ko G .35 sl |y (slo28 olozal 5 (ol
e ol 550 1 (gl Sl e Olgze 4 |y 355 a3 5 (Gherys oS 55 e
= B SaSTL den (gl 098 oo planil 53 Hges D9 5 (633 Dso 4 Ysane

.General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq -\4

NP e odgd 5 g jltes = Yo



© ol el Gt ly b 5 A8 el paen S SDlgie Dby Oblakun
OWlsee o3l 51T (gl (glabouns Olsie 40 el fpm50 ol Sl andl €3, 0 iy bS5
n...\.fau.a oslaw! r:»)")

il 35 Fstan g Jomta |y (ol Dbl den sl allas PSS (b ran o
SlagSans 5 38 W Clazel ily OIS G oS Jl3n b Jol Sleglas
Sl G Slme | HUS 53 by pwlow Sl 0BG sl 5 DL ror a2

Mo S el cdizsls ES L asgien wlow glacSlab y3 ST LS

653l Dl 4l ol (SIS i i oo A (e G Sl &S0 S8
OLj 035 3gdmen Sai sl ks 53 1) 0L ioled ¢ e o ade o5 oS o
ShIsl)s 53l Oty @ pike 5 pgy2ee 9 Slilewe 53 Sl Olge 4 s |
wlaanze (5l 4 515l o) 55 (S1ailiy peaaS SO Ul g3 ulke 5 Qs sl g
3 o8 BT il 4 s 7 50l 25000 G b O S (i Sy 036
Qﬁa Sl oDl 31 i Boam Hlislu (Ole) e 53 s 0L ade st
OL) algs a5yl 45 = VAAF Jlo 53 sl 036 Nava J\.w).s.aj.xp-(alg:-\sxl.«.?-jlfﬁ
R Dbs 5 olad f8] tman 5 = 38 S Olspe nlgd Caaa ) gl (S 5

wesls s 0Ly el Ls‘ab_):*\.fd\.ﬂ:u\ﬁl:__:’ (S ans daw Job 3 pls
Slals) (65 e 51 ol sl ) (o Dliloee i 5 O3 ulisl s 354 r&>|

z - . - . 2 . N

Bl C)bw@\)]&:m’ 23S pie (g el g Lised (U ala 1 i
Dl Lwg Jos sdalive Cog ) Cb n}KA):)LMi;.« (394> mox 5 EYFPIRE QT
5 BNE 4,0 Yo ¢ = w0 U)L@.ﬁ- (e 325) Dlilowe ol 4 (dsle Oladis 50
Yol Shilame 15331 31yl o3l ot alasly (sl ot 4 S 3 55 (U aa

BF Lo Ol adsle -V
DA 2 e Olas —YY
AYS o e Olea - XY

04-0A Law e Olea -Y¥



@y OIS 5B sl e s DS 3 i Sl [t o el ooy i

o Alaly Uslae €= iz 3l 3390 53 Soljloes ol ok peend GO 4,50 Yoo
S350 IS 55 B @Bl 03 3y Bl 5 = A e (A £l 5l )l BBl
& IS red 355 ST 3l | OF ol ol Lol ol 4 8513 i 5l 300
o O sl oo 5l i oy 5 M or igime U Jas plonsl 4 Olisl Olgze
b (5 ol or et 3l b s G Ao 31 (oS 8 el oM 30 ge
crl Sl O f e Il Yozl = 305 51 o 5 (6 80ws Sl 5 S g Uy 4
AL o il 0 05 o (U3 b = b s b Ty g (s30T (sl 4y Bl o
33 el - Wi o 5 05 s ool 8155 ol 53 a8 ol o8Bls ya 1y 3y
Ol OT B = Sl molaw 53 CansSomn OLLIE 51 o 5 Jlo i ddons o315
Bt ol splas G aMoe K5 5 g ol 055 53 ) (§ly L
Ok G105 s oz fmls S o A e ) bl 4 0 Ohla Bdssy el

V.39 Yeoo aas 45 OU;

03 oy e gagas Sl 51y i 5 Sl Ll 3 5 oLl oS>
e b e (S sl 4 o 51 ol O (slaeslyil L 0L 4 5 30
s olize Sliloes U (433) Os3 g b izl oo Jszie 0Lyl cJlin Olgie 4 .S

..A;Sglsa!\)—rz.z-ﬁbf,;rz? Ol disle ¢ oluad

g by e 513 lh oy Al diadS Oloyzes S ol 4 yzeie oIS slie
S o 5 S Juad 5 Jo |y gion o313 3l i il ((qurpels (sl J) eSS0
OpsSonn b o315 53 oniSoma (sl 4 sy iy obibuy J5 4 |y 355 Olpnes
03 53 Yooo LAIAY (sladlu (o 487313 LS anlllan S camets 53 . L1343 cpldlel
L5 oS Ok (Slao kg Oy Oliee 392 48l a8l 5 Olis colonsy U

Vg 4l 2alS o315 3 lasesSious Ol 5 0ld plps3 ek

YooV (FEF I 5 18Kinly 0936 L (Sl S =35 p8 Il gmt 5 e Y Ble -0
AY4F o
BARARE" ] ‘C’u Olea (O aisle -Y8

AN Lc—:ﬁ Olea -YV



sled g Olygd 50 OU) g

05 Yo 3 JKame 258 sl M s dil 5 Medagh S5 ekis AN Dl
ol 055 el sl 5 18 o ol Ve BT asL35) cmmined = SuST
My S s ) (WAF) ™06 (25 il U ds = (APWA) OluST,
S5 Il 5 jgmenolsy & OLSTL i U5 pezesl Al 0l B (sl slajl
boites g5 03 8 38 5y 53 ) Il b 3805) L5 A7 ool iy
S e Soler s YS 5 o s K1 AL S e Ml w0 |y g

odsly gale ‘Cfl’-":,’ W 9y b}u 4.5..19 L sleslgls 51 adludA sdeagd N4Ae Jlu o
ol ..\Sdpjbl Lags Jee LU S 3 asls 5l s ‘u:h.s._.,.ful (ol dyde g g5l

Fehmida -YA
Bux Allah -y4
.Women’s Action Forum (WAF) -¥o

YV 2 cc.'.» Olea -1



% OIS 5B sl e s DS 3 i Sl [t o el ooy i

& 2wpsl IS S Bl 4 Bl 4 g |y o) Sl Sl oo Kot
3113 a7l (5 SIS SO s @ zlesil ol agidom plS bl o isls
03 795 R S 3 e ol ol s el (g edktd S Ll gy siee 1))
3 8 4,50 Voo & ouliagh VAN L 5 plomilyun (S o (S35 (5340T0lE oonio

T S S s

Canlgs o 530 1o 8 o 0l ol 53 005 S ezl OBIEOLL 1T Ogle pues]
sl 4 63,0 b 5 ST cile e s 295 cpl 3l stk b O 2l b
Tecwl olalasl ys Sl ax 44;.:5693)'\ S L olasgs L

23 8l & amg b s Yy baugte dil O3 51 6yl Sl o S35 B !
4 0L cpl g 0l Jol> 0L Goam o)bys slodald lacd i (S lan))
ok axm gz OT 08T Lol Ll bbbzt b s aalsl a8 gy ockeusy 55l o

eSS (B L g sl s 3 OLaGsE ples & Ly,

Coles lzulgs OF b &35 g5lulely Liasl chg eSS <0 1S e
(K—w Jls POl e c3U Ly jsiam b i sl jauns r&ﬂ,’d) oL 5l S
Lol & opl 5 Bl Capgtn OU) ST il daliasl e Sl 55 O Gsi

S sl Lanl f5a1e gamea 53 o 5SS

# o ol L vy

.Anis Haroon -y

Nead Olen -Y¥

.Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan -v

,Books Lexington .0l 5 Olwslisl c0lasSTh 55 i Canlow 1dys alslde canliw) Lo ,nd « Sys —¥F
Ho o YT



(ps) NIAY 458 oY «WAF) 0L 25 ezl sleal)

Slesdas (sl SYie 08 Hei a6 Seas 53 e 331 L OB A5 el
el aeas il 03 Dl s )ly3 B3I OLalisy 5L laylie 5 s
30Y 53 g Yoo 51 Saze slawaly G 0L S ezl VAT Dl 5 i s
Sad b ool Olpedl e ol ol & (2STy 55 0ls 5 Aol 056 4 olel sl
D313 13 w2bg,ie 350 b b el SKal 58 Ss L ool O plss (o)
R 2y bt el 0328 laily g b o Bt ks S Saws
0328 Glalon ST Campr piman 5 210U ylys (BT il el Lol
S5 oo & 0L ST ezl pl p odhe i Slesioge opl ata) 53 ses
2 ol (e b shyle s Jle o3Iy Slxal gy Go b 51 oS ol
aad L5 & s pl 4 090 (Gliadiyl Hlons CSaS ol dings 35 il el
395 Dljlone OAtS 1 (sl (Jlo (a5 A 35> 55 S 0k sSme O



LI Qljixf@);uéhﬂ\?jokmfgjswsﬁlﬂb 'Md‘f‘ﬁ“b’@‘)ﬁi’

v

.u\}.ﬁﬁ

535 Slo)lS 55l 350 €391 Ll Ly 5 oS LA ™ oy 2 s et s 390 K 53
ok e3n AU e 1 dng o 35T L 4 (6058 adko Sl S g w288 13 51 ey
395 i Sl o 305 amgze o o 53 001 LS5y Caie 4 Jalond ookinp oo
OS5 Il auw ¢ B 4,00 10 44 4ar VAOA JLs j5 s 0 413 U5 r\@\ B BLUE]
Carlyys 05 gl S5 (5an b 0L) 5T il b iSoms (S daz >
oS 3l pes b (Mallo s (sl 5 315 0kingn ol (sl 956 ity s
b e ol 53 o 5ls plonil ) placIled ado 3500 53 S5 sl 01 e

A s Il o315 s dds 45,5

Sl 8 31 (Ol G2 Ol ik Joe 3315 05 $la03S ol el e 5
S a8 Gl il b gasee Sl 35 eslizul 5y OLblw 4z
P a3 5 o OB Pl 3y30 55 0SS 5 OLEGSL G o 5 Lo L]
RSP

615 Yl Spim Spd sl (gx83ls (S M L 5 Kl ansle
e Sl OB 4 0D Bsi sl SaS Sl sk 4 1y (AGHS) 0kST
L3S el 20 0 2 E3gi oS (oS 2

sils8 W3g azailys OB) slaogS a7 pl 5o b o MAA Jloys slis e 0Ly b
22 H55 Glelilne pliie ysb 4 Wag s G350 Lol S 4 |y 39> C&}\ Asle
i3 513 e gl 0Lz 0185 Ty 53 O lews 5 A8 540 sl o831
g~ el Ol aen (i L155 SLbsesl Sl el ;f,n)'\wéb):

Y o e Olas YV
.Safia Bibi -¥A

AF o Ol adsle -1
.Asma Jahangir - ¥.

.Hina Jilani - ¥\



oG Loy b o oM .55 0y Lsl 0L Geim 40 395 (slaaslsp 53 = (JD) oDl
F"((.Vf)‘.)JL.; L)LL..SL“: Gﬂ\ﬁ.‘ﬂ_)lf‘)}’;w)):

GIFUSS g (w9908 Curdg 40 lgo

s ki o 238 S NAAA SLLssl s OlST Gl Jled Ci (Gisp ) e
18503 5 (230 g 0 48 b Ol g 2L 552875 03 0 oty sl &0 ool
o 31385 et bl Sl gl L) B Y sl (- ool b o lses]
Lo )5 clizg o8T cade ol odolid iyl 5 oogst & el Obylibaznlow 28,
SrsS o s Lats 53,5 Lo sl s 518 51 G gt 4 sl AN
w Lael S 61 18A8 Jlo 53 065 SOU sl slowl dile €s axsls o diS)ly sl 5
1995 Jle 53 "(CEDAW) 05 ade monss IS dan wdy O5enslsS s 5 O

SU e (g5 bais CEDAW Soligas o 390 moly 0490 an5 Job 5l ol L
5 eler! Coles 5l Jsama b 45 OF Male 5 il aalidl swssli (gl 55 . ke o
dole 5 bl lazlssjl ¢ dbanl 338 510 Sbiloms 515 Lk 1oy (Hgo
YL 8ty OLIEL 151U ol (glaled lidas-| fuab 5 > yolite 4 Ol,zs
81 5o b i 5 3l g 513 o3l 5515l 3500 5 L3S 0 g b Siler Al

sl o plsbiedey O 595 sl (1938) oade

GA“L‘ Lﬁ!}f‘bbﬁ‘ J.«i'l) 1444 de @Ua.: Lglb;J; Fbg_}ﬁwﬂjﬁ: QJ.:M)Q)AB@J‘W
e Ol sgls als |y (6, Kadgy g5yl ooy & Il 43 5t b LkiS
G 15 5 Ko e ol ISBU3 Ldg B 58 g |y (B3I sl 0L >

MY e C:-A Olea —FY
.Benazir Bhutto -fv
. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) -f¥

.Pervez Musharraf - £



%y Qljixf@);uéhﬂ\?jokmfgjswsﬁlﬂb 'Md‘f‘ﬁ“b’@‘)ﬁi’

7 ool UsDe S ol S o B L5 o8 i o domze SV 5 s LS

Sl 53V MMA) (I bz 6 BT e Ol 51 ST Yoot S5
L) oS (gl e Lo Lecd T s w1y 338 b Jlad oS S Lo 35 5 A S,
23 oy Obldas ade Sl axbgs s 55 Cnglin (sl g > rk; e
L Jlesl  23ldgr slacadle 5 gl 41e) 53 Syt i KK ) o
Oblekons Cmaz 03,5390 12 )11 Ol 40y 03153l @i agas a8 S0
350 65 5 free OB (gages Slags pli 5 (s ¢ a8 Sl 35 oS Olg

A Jodaas 0 Olenl 05 Oleey

Lol edeS” Jslaze 5 S 1y Ja¥l ks LIl 58" o o shyp 5 e o851
b OkSL 0 S (ol Ll cad (95 (Sap gued &5 AS jasede 295 s
6ol IS SleaSTL LI 3 8 0)LS™ oy B 31 Yoo A Jluw 53 Coytn o7 Slej 3,50
S5 0T 55 (g5 g e 8T gl 03 ala 1 = Slaailis] o8 Sl bl |
S 55 dye 38le WL\ 233 K b 5l Olej 0T 53 .50 4 S s w ) - 35 0
w53 S8 G ey 38 o0 oo iy bslyen s slasliyg) 55 A
Lo oS Codls o S Ole) 0T3S n fanans OF 53 5145 595 (Glamsyde oika 5 55001

et dalss- fy e U Ol ples o] Jlo i e 53

AVY o i Olas —F5

Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) -¥v
AVF o e Olos =FA

.Swat -f4



QlySS slp Jwaod 3 5l Cumeo 9 (Sjing: U3k
Oljlo 5 b gmadse (GlayptS OLuSTL wlys colam ((33e VAAe ans Jgb o
Oleadlid] e cOlaslisl 55 (Soppd ade pdales i 1 odoze LI M|
ek 3l (las Dl 355 3y 038 ks Olalliias sl AL & 1) Ol
Oy e nylite & Ol Jlo SSTL &8¢yl i 4 o S 1S > e
35235 03 0LaSL e Jled 5 b3 ULl odljs alad 4 39 0 o s
*(TTP) (0uSL O (K20 Oleil sz 5 «OLISsLs 31 058 o cYeoV JLu
S | OLeaSTL 55y o b il 5 B Oliilid! 311y o) (Slag, b A5l douse

S kS s oy Sl 2S5 58 5551y s el oSS O Il 0T 5
e ol ko Odigylsl & S LaS 5T el 6la,555 5 Sty S
355 4 ok la b (owe Olape cdiziST ey 5 551 o Jol3 Ol Olalliians s
O 5 33,5 ls3jl & psme b s clinS pldel pgee o sl b AisS el
4 g 5 L3S i o3l 50 e Oy (ases HWS1 o 09 L OS5I
S9dees by (§190L 31 68y 5 JUabl el OgonlinaSTy abor 31 23ldg Slaile
L35 DS opl 035pSoms 53 Ohezulis a8 julipm 55 b ool b iz L

gl ot o b studen 4 Sopl Sl il

15413 Ol oy - lass ulde spsa = a5gel OLaSTL G S5 o Olejls
ol o3 s Judaas 55 (65 i SIUaS 5 eite dwyde Foo g (YooA JLu OLL L
dupile 4 L5 Ol codal ole 5148757 dlel OeuST O G Olejlu cal> 0
Lol 2als ms 05 bis 4 AUS e )3 (Sihwg M 0, 8TV WIS .y,
0)bs> durye 45 023 Aizne Lod b 8o 5l 330 el dols & anan Ie (-
A3 izl o Lol L85 b e Gl 5 La ol izl o O ks dalys- £,

Myl 5L a3 SE 5 L

.Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan -+

:;él;mfl Jees = Gl S g2 Oleuls fpet Do o) o Lt S 5 Mo (85 iung =0
oMW (0S5 5 Mg (i Skitgl 4 QLI Lo




0 OIS 8 sl 5 DSy 53 i Sl Y il oy i

() 2853 S STk s <05 G Gl (sl ollab s 4 (S5 inse Oe

Al o by (555 LT o s Mo oty 51 o 0 O3 520 S5 ey (s
iz 3 487 e S gy QUL S s 55 8055 il bl iz o
9 e sailuy 595 L 9 s Clbgls o esls (bul e Saosls a-lias
b b gl jaBSsss <Ol et 3 i3S 1 Ol 2550 @ p5,8  Madlipe
Ol Sl iy 4y Sl 425 45735 (5yl0maked alonlils 5 e o

I

u,.af@ slosls anlsl ]y 593 Ololzel aman 5 Mo W s gladle b
! TELE el s gl o el G S S 6 S 6K OUL)

Gl 55 5 25 aid Coeeny & St 5 St o) S S opl & oeie eIl
b ety s 4 gl gl |y Ohldezalw b SlaBb 5 Glaley glaasLas

o Olen oY



IS 0luSL 25l Yool Jlu j5 s Slel gfj.a 4 g ‘_glkr\.:: by rmjif;
G Oliade 8 S 2 0313518 Gus 4 OUI Lol 3.5 s 40 0393 |y Solgur
315 aslsl 3 S

ly e dyde g3l cl....u Sl edis S das |y 393 sladug ol cYery gy &
LT oUW . s 8 Sls J,:'Law)\gwﬂjifsyjbj Ao o a5 9 U535 Cibgie
S5 ep 0 S oo Lo e 48T S 0 5 3l planil e ol Lo 23S (e
o3 Gb 3l Ll osls gealy aisl pl o i L Oler TS dals 513 ales 350
55 0LaSTL s 1 sla LY 5 atbss sl gys5 e Mol oSl 23,0 L
Coles e 318 55 - Kan e L5 ol 48 Oganian ol b old e . obl il
Al b sdonze SN bl (sl alside [l oo ] S0l Opik oS

Tl b o

Calbl o Btays 53 ploslyils 5 5l (§30mg 5 b lyloke il 53 Al STl 31 oy
Mo Ggeo YAV Ul 53 5513 aslsl Juames gl Olzs5 3> 5l coles 4 5l L
@byl i b ol a0 ey Il 38 ol Gk il (sl 53 2305 (51 y

13,5 el 5l ks kS igh ol odiy 50l 4 (SILAY 3558

Olal 5315 daalys sy e GOLT &5 S 0 S s 5,5
R 7 385 S e (S5 53 e gt ol 08 il LB |y e
A Wgte Celed 5 Oy bzl 3 il g S Cinie S
3 st plasl alys 4 0t r 5 e (s (S e e
3 31 et bl 0 808 s S ey g 2 L OUIL
5 O Ol 5 Ol Sl op 05 oo S5 52 (Sl S

Bl o Jram G OLIELLS 5 o 55 4o

Nea Olea -0V
Y e Ob-adsle —oF

e Jlo Ol 4 1y 3isal onlsiys U Lowss 4 515 S ole (0leaSTL Mo PS5 Lo —00
YW Ao VY gy




%y Qljixf@);uéhﬂ\?jokmfgjswsﬁlﬂb 'Md‘f‘ﬁ“b’@‘)ﬁi’

iz 3968 QLS iy (Rlcdlne

39> C&.ﬂ el 5o Sul iy ol OlSL Ods S ae) s 55
Gl Lls 0L Goim Vb (o 1 oot gl Lolis Laans 31 s i Juol>
4 a5 33lnd OBLLL (Yoo an3 53 s Lga Jige LISl plowil & g5 03531l
Slaodking e b g i3S la olzel () 5 aaily b 4 las ST slac s
g S b (LB a3 395

59l 3590 Yoof Jlu 53 aS7pl 51 e a5 i sl Olgm b 55 Sy ¥ e Hlises
Sla3 Slgd o 3 pl Lrle Loy plss Il 1 w238 515 88
ol 298 35l cnl el g 53 Sl IS Jowe 0S5 () s
b 5l 55 L LAY jaly SEpl s 4 oog a8 L5 55 51 gl (Sl Olyie
Lol iy (8835 & Cod (olo ComBsn 53 (35 85wy o Wil Lag 0k oy S
dmg e iy (R s IS ek 4 b ol pl day azia 5l ¢ s o
b 3l 8B SISy LSy Dlaess 230l L &S 55 s 1) Ol 51 (g5l
b sle o OF (b s cdalonsl Jgb 4 Wa o okisy ol 40 Sty i3S la
Sl 3 e palys o 1S 5 55 plizal 355 il (5551535 a5 395 (slingy 5
315 @algs dalsl 3g3 ayds 0)l3l 4 5 3,5 wals o)l 393 (ligy Ol3ye 5 L5 Bsa
sl S sl 5 6

s 8 (S ol S0 5 ot 5 5 pldel @ Olegie 515 s EonsSome 51 g
ol Sl 403 S5 Ly = Yol 53 plonils 5 387 ity colyys s
Ll o & 55 20 e (1S 5 387 45,5 ) Olagaa S| 5 ¥ 388" Jlo Ol -
et 51 o 352 OLuSThy (Bsi w53 (Spl0L 252 2313b e kig opl LBl i
5 = s ol & (Sl 355 b oo = e ipaey sl b Dl
Sk 3585 ol 53 9 e e L3 (lgpd lesl DLSILL 5] ol 0L 3 cibe e

Mai Mukhtar -6
IV o O adsle —ov



.w‘ﬂ;\:wT‘.}ﬁ cJ;u'A_EJ b L;:LA é}ﬁ} 4{6‘41:..3 A5le GMJAS .)‘J.B‘ "3};’

DL & (S lgn cYood Jlu 53 s 5L 40 (i S3lond g e a5 et 0
B35 5555 31 o 4 agezmn b hpman 5 Wi lps ) 6515 Ol |y Lag 09y ST L
35 S iRy b (glacmlas 53 Ui copl podle w3l 5L clae (6,80 511 5
3 ol l 0 o5 Sl 4028 G ) iz 3l 4758 el Jlu Oles
3K (s inges L IsUS (hs 5 by 5338 5 ol 4 dalys o ST S p3se
S Ol ool CBlate agas @0t TSyl Lo 4 s ol e g ke

S Ky gt i i S sl 0T 2 )
ol s S gt 015l s 5 oo Glaedipg 55 e OB 18y e
el 538 sl | OlaSTL hps (L3S o (e o 4 LT & Mol 5

Jg.i @ A?Jf‘ (D9l €l§>‘ Cw‘ L)Ld) cj.>§!b M‘)}J&fq}} V.:AJS LS‘J" L;JUJW
J.:,w)b} (39d>es

PEYNES (‘&" Sl al >J§C3u| bG35 oslsd 0L 51 cules 0938 (Yoof Jlu
DL S e ol 4 ST (A6 2 QST ol 09 oll 2y it 4 5ols
35l 031318 Cheo 0 503 il 0l g S5l a0 4 o8 ST o sy
S 15 o S 1 plgdl ol osdle 5,8 cad 513 5 plesl oyme 53 (i
IS Dlelgl 4 puimean 6 ol Sl azils dpsgbrmléija(sjb)oblqu
Sllome (5 plgsl 5o dalsd 5 alsl Laslpio coley pde 457585 e 5 il ) ool o
G Ll Srrear SU) 290 53 30 IS el il odle sls Al s 4
39S g psb e o (G il o S sl 05 sl b B sl
R et S ey 0 £ G Ol 7 et 4 35lon) (258 i

.Shazia Khalid -6 A

Yool rlioms VW oy 8 (50D 03 i S 3 A gt 5 0 5 Ll 5 LS IS -4
Yool pualin V4 o 1Kl 135 oSG 1y jalons 0 by e Dllghl U ytan S -5

.Marital Rape -%\




OIRAS 356 sla il 5 DS 3 i (1l i ol oyl

TS el Gyl s b Il VF ) Ol sl 0536
oLl 015 G 5l ol bl Sl (65 b (9936 Sl i 4 0Ly OF 5|
b eSS el g eS8 0sil5 > slamdal Yoo Lo )3 .l o
Bl 4 sl OLECH oS s ¢80 015 OT 31 i -8 OLSG 05 5 O30 s

BT ol 53 [0U 51T cdiblone as¥ VoYY 4505 55 Moding 355 asd L s e
S e G5 B sls 528ty ol g BT Ciyad DS Joe 55 O g
S OIS 5 Olipel il Bl clidlos s cptmven cdas (i ) ot
Srle 4 (2liws e 53h3 ob Sy 4 8175 sk |y olSs gy 5 55 228
b sl 5 Gichws AN Al R SREVIEETES JA;) Gl )3 ewi Jslf

el L Ol iy (i iyl U5 By oS ins e OLiS

YA o Ol adsle -5y
YoV ¢ D005 e Sl 08T 55 556 SNl .0 5 Il ¢ Jos -5

.Protection Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Bill - ¥
XYY sl ¥ i Bea Obeds .G Joes 55 OU) 5 cola (OleaSTh duda 0535 Caulan . ogylus laml =50







Activists of the Aurat March mark International Women’s Day in Islamabad
on March 8, 2021 (photo)

Gender inequality and challenges for advocacy
in Pakistan

Since Pakistan was founded in 1947, the country’s women and girls
have faced unequal access to education, forced marriage, gender-
based violence such as honor killings, and cultural norms enforcing
the idea that a woman’s place is in the home. Despite legal provisions
and international commitments that theoretically uphold gender
equality, Pakistani women are confronted with myriad obstacles in
pursuing justice through the law. This, however, has not stopped
women from organizing to demand their rights.
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After Pakistani laws were Islamized in the 1980s, thousands of
women were imprisoned for sexual transgressions, including having
been raped. In response, women across the country mobilized to
challenge court sentences, raise awareness, and put women’s rights
at the top of Pakistan’s political agenda. The struggle became
particularly acute as religious extremism rose in the 2000s; when
the Taliban seized control over the country’s northwest, Malala
Yousafzai became internationally known for her refusal to back
down from demanding her right to education — even after being
shot. While the fight for full equality continues, the progress that
has been made so far is a testament to Pakistani women’s courage
and tenacity.

Pakistan’s early years: 1947-77

When India won its independence from Great Britain in 1947,
the land was partitioned into two independent countries based on
the religious majorities in those areas: India (majority Hindu) and
Pakistan (majority Muslim, including modern-day Bangladesh,
which later won its independence after the 1971 Bangladesh
Liberation War).!

To counter prevailing cultural norms that segregated women from
men across political, educational, and social spheres, Muhammad
Ali Jinnah and Muhammad Igbal, the founding fathers of Pakistan,
supported women’s equal participation in public life. In 1944,
Jinnah declared, “It is a crime against humanity that our women are
[confined] within the four walls of the houses as prisoners. There
is no sanction anywhere for the deplorable conditions in which our
women have to live. You should take your women along with you as

1- “History of Pakistan.” High Commission for Pakistan London.



comrades in every sphere of life.””

During this time, the nationalist campaign for independence gave
women the space to break traditional norms; “they could cast off
the veil, talk to strangers, enter politics, take out processions, shout
slogans, hoist flags and face police brutality.”® As women claimed
a stronger role in public life, Pakistan’s founders envisioned a non-
theocratic, liberal democracy and saw women’s rights as perfectly
congruent with Islamic principles. As such, when the country was
founded, its laws made little distinction between men’s and women’s
rights.*

Religious scholars (ulema), on the other hand, propagated a vision
of a theocratic state wholly rooted in Islamic law in which women’s
role in public life would be severely limited.” Along these lines, the
slogan of the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Islamist organization, founded in
1941, was “The country is God’s; rule must be by God’s law; the
government should be that of God’s pious men.”®

Despite women'’s role in mobilizing for independence, once that goal
was won, they “were pushed back into their homes on the pretext that
women'’s roles should be within the domestic realm.”” Nevertheless,
while there was no coherent, organized women’s movement at this

2- Mumtaz, Khawar and Farida Shaheed (eds). Women of Pakistan: Two Steps
Forward, One Step Back? The Bath Press, 1987. Pg. 7.

3- Saigol, Rubina. “Feminism and the Women’s Movement in Pakistan:
Actors, Debates and Strategies.” Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2016. Pg. 8.

4- Weiss, Anita. “Moving Forward with the L.egal Empowerment of Women in
Pakistan.” United States Institute of Peace Special Report 305, May 2021. Pg. 3.

5- Mumtaz and Shaheed pp 8-9.

6- Khan, Ayesha. The Women’s Movement in Pakistan: Activism, Islam and
Democracy. 1.B. Tauris, 2020. Pg. 21.

7- Khan, Leena Z. “Women’s Action Forum (WAF) — Women’s Activism and
Politics in Pakistan.” Institute of Current World Affairs (ICWA) Letters — South
Asia, 2001. Pg. 4
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time, women still engaged in relief and welfare work, particularly for
refugees.® In addition to opening girls’ schools and helping women
generate income by learning sewing and other skills, the All-Pakistan
Women’s Association (APWA) promoted women’s political rights,
while being careful not to take a confrontational approach to the
state.” After widespread demonstrations, the 1948 Muslim Personal
Law of Shariat recognized women’s right to inherit property.'°

Over the next decade, Pakistan became party to the Convention
on the Political Rights of Women and the UN Convention on the
Consent to Marriage, which prompted passage of a 1961 law that
put in place modest limits on polygamy and safeguards for women
around divorce."

In 1973, Pakistan’s constitution codified citizens’ equality under
the law and prohibited discrimination on the basis of sex. However,
reflecting the growing influence of Islamist initiatives such as the
JI, the constitution also declared Islam the state religion, required
candidates for president and prime minister to be Muslim, and
mandated that all laws conform to the Qur’an and sunnah. According
to the lawyer and activist Hina Jilani, “All the state could think of to
keep themselves a step ahead of the JI and other retrograde Islamic
forces was that they had to be more Islamic to overcome them.
Women started suffering at this point onwards.”'*

8- Saigol pg. 9

9- Ibid. pg. 10.

10- Ibid. pg. 8.

11- Weiss pg. 4.

12- Ayesha Khan pg. 23.



In 1973, Pakistan’s constitution forbade discrimination on the basis of
Gender (Source)

Islamization under Zia’s military dictatorship

This trend would culminate with an intensive push for Islamization
after General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq seized power in a 1977 coup
and allied himself with the JI. According to women'’s rights activists,
“Having assumed power without authority, the army was looking for
a means to justify itself and prolong its rule, and it found the perfect

excuse in Islam.”"?

Over his 11-year dictatorship, Zia made sweeping legal, political ,and
social changes influenced by the hardline Wahhabi school of Islam.

13- Mumtaz and Shaheed pg. 16.
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A new state-run zakat fund required Muslims to pay a percentage
of their income as a donation for the poor (a religious requirement
normally fulfilled on an individual basis without a state mandate),
and all Pakistanis, including non-Muslims, were forbidden to drink
alcohol, with the police conducting home raids to enforce this (often
as a means of harassing regime opponents).'*

Meanwhile, Zia’s military dictatorship dissolved and banned all
political parties, enacted full press censorship, revoked workers’
right to strike, and began mass arrests of political party workers and
journalists, along with floggings for those who engaged in banned
political activity."

Controlover women,who were seen as “markers of national morality,”
was a key element of this Islamization program.'® A government
campaign against obscenity limited women’s appearance in TV
advertisements; women were banned from participating in spectator
sports; and they were required to wear chadors in government
offices, on TV, and in public schools. A media campaign encouraged
vigilante enforcement of conservative dress codes for women,
resulting in increased public harassment and even violence towards
women.!” Meanwhile, a new legal architecture of Islamization was
raised, including the 1979 Hudood Ordinances, the 1984 Law of
Evidence (which prescribed that women’s testimony was worth half
that of men’s in certain matters), and the Qisas and Diyat Ordinances.
These laws would have far-reaching consequences for women over
the next three decades.

14- Ayesha Khan pg. 56.
15- Ibid. pg. 58.

16- Ibid. pg. 129.

17- Ibid. pp. 58-9.



The Hudood Ordinances prescribed punishments based on the
Qur’an and sunnah for offenses including zina: sexual transgressions
including adultery, fornication, and rape. Sex outside legal marriage
was now a criminal offense. In the case of adultery, the maximum
punishment (singular hadd, plural hudood) was public stoning to
death (if the offense was witnessed by four Muslim men of good
standing), with discretionary punishment (tazir) being four to ten
years’ imprisonment, 30 lashes, and a fine. For simple sex outside
marriage, punishment ranged from 30 to 100 lashes. This was also
true for rape, which was treated as equivalent to consensual sex
outside marriage.In fact, if a woman reported being raped but could
not prove it, then the report itself would serve as a confession to zina
and she could then be charged with that crime. Moreover, anyone,
including an angry husband or brother, could accuse a woman of
zina, and that woman would then be arrested and imprisoned —
potentially for years since the offense was non-bailable — until she
was able to prove her innocence in court. By the time that finally
took place, often on federal appeal after a lower-level conviction,
these women had spent many years in jail and had become complete
social outcasts.'® Thousands of women were arrested for zina, which
was the most common reason for women’s incarceration through
the 2000s."

The Qisas and Diyat Ordinances essentially privatized punishment
for manslaughter, leaving victims and/or their families to define
justice in lieu of the state. For instance, the heirs of a murder victim
could accept blood money (diyat) or retribution (gisas, such as
eye-for-an-eye punishment). The ordinances’ provisions enabled
wealthy offenders to buy their way out of justice; perpetrators of
“honor” killings to settle out of court; and men who murdered their

18- Lau, Martin. “Twenty-Five Years of Hudood Ordinances — A Review.”
Washington and Lee Law Review 64:4, 2007. Pg. 1,296.

19- Ayesha Khan pp. 62-3.



Gender inequality and challenges for advocacy in Pakistan 28 o

General Muhammad Zia ul Haq adresses the Pakistani nation, on June 15,

1988, two months before he was killed in a plane crash. (Source)

Women’s mobilization during the Zia regime

In 1981, the zina case of Fehmida and Allah Bux inspired a group
of about 30 Pakistani women — feminists, journalists, leftist political
activists, and APWA members — to found the Women’s Action
Forum (WAF). Unlike previous women’s organizations like APWA,
which had been welfare-oriented and pro-establishment, WAF took
an unabashedly political approach that not only directly challenged
the government but also supported a secular state.”!

In 1980, the 18-year-old Fehmida, from a lower-middle-class family,
had fallen in love with her school bus driver, Allah Bux, and had

20- Ibid. pg. 71.
21- Ibid. pg. 77.



run away from home to marry him of her own volition. Her angry
parents filed a kidnapping police report in order to attempt to force
her to return home. Under the Hudood Ordinances, the marriage was
found to be invalid based on a technicality (the marriage contract
was valid but had not been registered), which meant that the couple
was now “living in sin.” As such, in 1981, Fehmida was sentenced
to 100 lashes, while her husband was sentenced to death by stoning.?

As one of WAF’s co-founders, Anis Haroon, said, “The state wanted
to send a message and made an example of this couple of what may
happen if a woman, and man in this case, chooses to marry someone
of her own choice.””

This case was a wakeup call for many middle- and upper-class
women; as incremental progress on women’s rights had been
achieved under previous regimes, these women had grown to
believe that continued improvements were inevitable. They now
realized that all their rights were in jeopardy and that they needed
to take action. WAF launched a signature campaign calling for legal
protections for women and the lifting of discriminatory provisions;
with pioneering women’s rights activist Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan’s
name at the top of the list, WAF gained legitimacy that helped them
collect a total of 10,000 signatures.*

22- Leena Khan pg. 6.
23- Tbid.

24- Burki, Shireen. The Politics of State Intervention: Gender Politics in Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Iran. Lexington Books, 2013. Pg. 60.
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Women'’s rights demonstration in Lahore, Feb 12, 1983 (Photo)

WAF lobbied decision makers, wrote articles for the press, and held
seminars with experts to discuss discriminatory laws and debate
whether they were truly Islamic. In 1983, WAF organized a march of
300 women in Lahore to protest the Law of Evidence; in response,
almost twice as many police officers beat, tear-gassed, and arrested
the activists, eliciting wide media coverage that embarrassed the
regime. These actions raised awareness of inequality and sparked
public debate on these issues. More than that, WAF supported
women in fighting rulings under the Hudood Ordinances via the
federal appeals process.



Since almost all the women sentenced under the Hudood Ordinances
lacked the financial means to challenge their sentences on their own,
this aid was invaluable.” In one prominent case, the 18-year-old,
nearly blind Safia Bibi was raped by her employer and his son. After
she gave birth to a baby that soon died, her father filed a rape case,
not realizing that her pregnancy would open her up to a zina charge;
in 1985, she was sentenced to 15 lashes, three years in prison, and a
fine. WAF worked with other women’s groups to file a legal appeal
and attract international attention by inviting global women’s groups
to lobby for Safia, who was ultimately acquitted by the Federal
Shariat Court.

Meanwhile, other women’s groups took action. The Tehreek-e-
Niswan organization used the arts in order to reach a wider audience,
staging small public plays or dance performances followed by
discussions between the actors and audiences on women’s issues.?
The attorneys founded Pakistan’s first all-female law firm, AGHS,
in order to provide free legal aid to women, religious minorities, and
anyone whose human rights were violated.

By the time Zia died in 1988, even though women’s groups had
not been able to repeal laws like the Hudood Ordinances, they had
succeeded in regularly overturning zina punishments upon appeal
and had put women’s issues front-and-center within the national
political discourse. In fact, when elections took place after Zia’s
death, every political party, even the JI, mentioned women’s rights in
their platforms. According to Jilani, “We put women on the political
agenda in Pakistan.”?

25- Burki pg. 61.
26- Ayesha Khan pg. 84.
27- Ibid. pg. 113.
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Setbacks under democracy and dictatorship

After the liberal Pakistan People’s Party won the 1988 election,
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto became the first democratically-
elected female leader of a Muslim-majority country. However,
women’s rights activists” hopes for major change were soon dashed.
Well aware of the religious right’s ongoing power, liberal politicians
did not even make an effort to repeal any of Zia’s discriminatory
laws. A few small, promising steps were taken, such as the 1989
creation of a First Women’s Bank to provide credit to women and
the 1996 ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

However, throughout the 1990s, it was clear that the CEDAW
commitments would remain on paper only. Honor killings increased,
with the perpetrators routinely receiving social and state support
and escaping punishment. Acid attacks, forced marriages, and
exchanges of girls in order to settle tribal disputes continued. Right-
wing extremists threatened and harassed activists such as Jahangir,
even issuing religious edicts (fatwas) offering rewards for their
assassination.

The rise of religious extremism would only intensify after Pervez
Musharraf came to power in a 1999 military coup. While Musharraf
promised “enlightened moderation,” he also facilitated the rise of far-
right religious parties “to brandish to the West the threat of Islamic
extremism and to show the United States that the only alternative to
military rule is the rule of the mullahs.”*

In 2002, a coalition of extremist religious parties, the Muttahida
Maijlis-e-Amal (MMA), won elections and took almost total control
of the country’s northwest on a platform that “promised a new world

28- Ibid. pg. 173.



order to resist the worldwide conspiracy against Muslims.”” In the
northwest, gender segregation was swiftly enforced in education
and healthcare, and a public campaign decried family planning as a
tool to limit the world’s Muslim population. Female dance, music,
and other public arts performances were banned, and the province’s
only women’s crisis center was shut down.

The Supreme Court and National Assembly acted as checks and
balances on the MMA'’s efforts, but it soon became clear that no
government forces could hold back Pakistan’s Talibanization. By
the time Musharraf stepped down in 2008, the Pakistani Taliban had
taken control over much of Afghanistan’s northwest — including the
Swat valley where Malala Yousafzai lived. At that time, she was just
an 11-year-old girl who loved school and who sometimes spoke at
local events with her father, an education activist who ran the school
she attended. Within just a few years, however, the whole world
would know her name.

Malala Yousafzai: Speaking out for girls’ right to education

Through the 1980s, support from the Pakistani government, the
Persian Gulf states, and US intelligence for the mujahideen’s fight
against the Soviets in Afghanistan had turned the Afghan-Pakistan
border into a base for militants. The influence of Wahhabi Islam via
Pakistani migration to the Gulf, strengthened by Saudi funding to
Pakistani madrasas (religious schools), fueled increasingly extremist
forms of Islam in Pakistan’s northwest. In 2007, 40 fundamentalist
groups united under the umbrella Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
organization, aiming to expel Western forces from Afghanistan and

29- Ibid. pg. 174.
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impose sharia law in Pakistan.

That year, the Pakistani Taliban assassinated Benazir Bhutto and
seized control over Swat, launching a reign of terror as well as a
military conflict that displaced hundreds of thousands. The militants
killed tribal leaders, military, and police; forced local men to
join them or executed them as public examples; forced girls into
marriage and banned women from working or going out in public
without a male family member; and blocked access to healthcare
including polio vaccinations and birth control. Across the country,
however, politicians were hesitant to condemn this repression for
fear of appearing to be in league with the West.

TTP also targeted education, particularly girls’ schools. By the end of
2008, about 400 schools had been blown up, and still more had been
shut down. At this point, TTP declared that starting the next month,
girls must not go to school. The 27 girls in Malala Yousafzai’s class
swiftly dwindled to a group of just ten. However, Malala remained
resolute: “We believed school would start again. The Taliban could
take our pens and books, but they couldn’t stop our minds from
thinking.”*

30- Yousafzai, Malala with Christina Lamb. I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl
Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban. Weidenfeld & Nicolson,
2013.



Malala Yousafzai, targeted by Taliban for activism for women’s rights (photo)

Not long afterwards, a BBC Urdu correspondent asked Malala’s
father if he knew of a girl who could write a diary about life
under the Taliban. Malala, who had already done some local TV
interviews, volunteered, and soon national and even international
media outlets began republishing her words. Meanwhile, the New
York Times filmed a documentary featuring Malala and her family,
drawing more global attention to the plight of those living in Swat.

Over the next several years, Malala continued her education and also
continued to speak out: “How dare the Taliban take away my basic
right to education?”®' As she did so, she received more and more
recognition: prizes, media interviews, meetings with politicians.
She also began to receive death threats. The Pakistani military had

31- Ibid.
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regained control over Swat in 2009, but the Taliban continued to
target anyone who spoke out against them.

On October 9, 2012, they made good on their threats; gunmen
stopped Malala’s school bus and shot her in the head, along with
two of her schoolmates. The Taliban openly declared, “We carried
out this attack, and anybody who speaks against us will be attacked
in the same way.”*> The world responded with outrage, but as
her international stature grew, so too did conspiracy theories and
defensive rhetoric in Pakistan, where “it was almost impossible to
express support for Malala...without seeming an apologist for US
atrocities or Islamophobia.”*

After recovering from her injuries in the UK, Malala and her family
remained in Birmingham. She has continued her advocacy for girls’
right to education, co-founding the Malala Fund in 2013 to work
towards this goal. The following year, Malala received the Nobel
Peace Prize, becoming the youngest Nobel laureate ever at the age
of 17. She declared:

The terrorists thought they would change my aims
and stop my ambitions, but nothing changed in my
life except this: weakness, fear and hopelessness died.
Strength, power and courage was born ... I am not
against anyone, neither am I here to speak in terms
of personal revenge against the Taliban or any other
terrorist group. I’'m here to speak up for the right of
education for every child. I want education for the
sons and daughters of the Taliban and all terrorists and
extremists.**

32- Ibid.
33- Ayesha Khan pg. 212.

34- Nichols, Michelle. “Pakistan’s Malala, shot by Taliban, takes education plea to
U.N.” Reuters, 12 July 2013.



Demanding justice for rape survivors

Against the backdrop of Pakistan’s Talibanization, limited progress
was finally made on reforming the Hudood Ordinances. After
decades of demands for change from women’s rights activists,
circumstances aligned to push the government to take action. In
the 2000s, rape survivors began speaking out openly, giving media
interviews, leading protests, and tenaciously pushing their cases
through the justice system.

Mukhtar Mai became known around the world when she refused to
give up seeking justice after being gang-raped in 2002. The local
tribal council (jirga) in her southern Punjab village had sentenced
her to this punishment in retaliation for her 12-year-old brother’s
alleged sighting alone with a woman from a higher caste. Women
in Mai’s position were expected to commit suicide — but instead,
she made a police report the next week. Local media coverage drew
attention from activists who supported Mai in organizing rallies and
obtaining legal representation. The case dragged on for years, during
which Mai founded schools in her village and refused to leave her
home, saying, “I will stay and fight for the rights of the women and
men of my village and will continue to run my school to spread the
light of education.”®

After six of the accused were sentenced to death and eight others
were acquitted, that sentence was overturned; the government
appealed, and finally, in 2011 — almost a decade after the crime — the
Supreme Court acquitted 13 of the accused men, commuting the
14™ man’s sentence to life imprisonment. The case was a crushing
reminder of the inequity in the Pakistani legal system, which fails
to conduct investigations or dispense justice in a timely manner,
even as it swiftly deals with other issues; subjects survivors to an

35- Ayesha Khan pg. 221.
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unrealistic burden of proof; and is vulnerable to behind-the-scenes
influence from powerful individuals such as the tribe that violated
Mai’s rights.

Likewise, Shazia Khalid’s 2005 rape case demonstrated the
monumental obstacles facing survivors, as the government forced
Khalid and her husband out of the country to keep her from pursuing
justice. Moreover, in a Washington Post interview that same year,
Musharraf claimed that rape “has become a moneymaking concern.
A lot of people say if you want to go abroad and get a visa for
Canada or citizenship and be a millionaire, get yourself raped.”*
The ensuing outrage led Musharraf to deny he had ever said such a
thing .’

Despite the lack of justice in Mai and Khalid’s cases, these courageous
women became role models. The international spotlight they shone
on injustice embarrassed Pakistan’s government into attempting to
repair the country’s image. The time had finally come for the Hudood
Ordinances to be reformed, even if in a limited fashion.

In 2006, the Women’s Protection Act amended the zina laws to
make rape an offense under Pakistan’s Penal Code rather than the
Hudood Ordinances; as such, rape reports can no longer expose
victims to a charge of zina if they are unable to prove they were
raped. Additionally, zina can no longer be punished by the maximum
penalties (hudood) under Islamic law. The Act also addressed
false accusations, mandating that failing to fulfill the evidentiary
requirements for zina accusations would lead to punishment;
additionally, a husband’s false zina accusation were now grounds for
a woman to seek divorce. Finally, a new clause implicitly recognized

36- Kessler, Glenn and Dafna Linzer. “Musharraf: No Challenge from Bush on
Reversal.” The Washington Post, 13 Sept. 2005.
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marital rape as a crime, and the Act also mandated that marriage of
girls under 16 be considered rape.®

More incremental legal improvements have since been made to
increase protection of women’s rights. In 2020, an amendment to
the Companies Act made the process of opening a business the
same for men and women, who previously were required to provide
their father or husband’s information when incorporating their own
business.*” In January 2022, the Protection Against Harassment of
Women at the Workplace Bill expanded the definition of harassment
to cover any gender-based discrimination, extended protections
to students and domestic workers, and streamlined the complaint
process.*® Although there is still a long road ahead to achieve full
gender equality in both policy and practice, women like Malala
Yousafzai and Mukhtar Mai show that when women demand change,
progress is possible.
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